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by Jennifer Cuthbertson, Langham Preaching

In early February, Mercy Ireri and I 
journeyed to Meru, a city situated 
at the base of Mount Kenya about 

250 km northeast of Nairobi. Our 
mission: to bring a ‘Taste of Langham 
Preaching’ to an indigenous mission 
group (Reach the Unreached), serving 
the north and north-eastern regions 
of Kenya. This group of women and 
men with little formal education has 
evangelized and planted over 100 
churches all the way to Kenya’s border 
with Ethiopia and South Sudan. God 
uses these unpretentious, hard-working 
people in amazing ways in some of the 
most difficult regions of Kenya. 

We gathered under the jacaranda trees. 
Mercy and I introduced the Langham 
Preaching programme to them and they 
introduced themselves. What fun to hear 
Mercy interacting with each of them in 
Kiswahili and their tribal languages! But 
the fun really began when we did a simple 
Bible overview with them. Using images 
from Preaching God’s Big Story (a PPP 
book by Phil Crowter used widely in our 
Langham Preaching Programmes) and a 
clothesline already strung between the 
trees, we created a basic structure from 
Creation to New Creation. Then, each 
was given cards containing other Bible 
people and events and asked to fit them 
into place. We had quite a scrum as they 
corrected one another and moved cards 
along the line! Their insights after studying 
this visual representation were stunning. 

A father and son in the group allowed me 
to use their relationship as an introduction 
to 2 Timothy. The participants told us 
about this missionary pair from personal 
experience. Then they listened as I read 
this emotional letter from Paul to Timothy. 
‘WOW,’ blurted one participant as we 
finished. They were visibly moved by 
Paul’s words. 

We gave each of them the sermon 
passage (2 Timothy 4:1-5) on a single 

CONFLUENCE
The Flowing Together of Prayer, People and Place

sheet of paper — the only 
paper they received for the 
seminar. Mercy did a thorough 
observation exercise with them 
on the passage — all done orally, 
together and in smaller groups. 
This is how they do it with their 
own people, many of whom 
don’t read and most without 
Bibles, paper and pen. Together 
with Mercy, they built a sermon. 
The amazed participants exclaimed 
in chorus how 
much they needed 
this teaching, how 
wonderful to begin 
learning this skill, 
and that Mercy had 
come at just the 
right time.

As God so often 
designs, for many 
years Mercy has 
been praying for 
an opportunity to 
introduce Langham 
Preaching to this 
vast section of 
Kenya. What an 
opening God 
prepared!

The ‘Benevolent Virus’ Is Spreading
There are now 4 or 5 Langham Preaching Programmes happening every week, 
extending to nearly 70 countries. The desire there is among pastors and lay preachers 
all over the world to preach the Word of God faithfully is truly exciting!  

Will you support this vital ministry in prayer? Every week, the Preaching Prayer 
Shot containing just a few lines of news and prayer requests, is emailed around the 
globe. Sign up to receive this at:  
http://au.langham.org/get-involved/sign-
up-for-email-updates   

Will you support this vital ministry 
financially? Right now we are seeking funds 
for the Indonesia programme to continue 
its steady growth under a gifted local team. 
110 preachers clubs & more than 700 pastors 
involved in level 1 training since Nov 2012!



still do not have a single commentary in 
Turkish. Believers in the West are rich in 
Biblical helps and resources, and if they 
wish to deepen their understanding 
there is a vast array of resources at their 
disposal. However, in Turkey the picture 
could not be more different. Unless a 
Turkish believer knows German or English, 
there is very little to draw from. 

‘The Turkish evangelical church all but 
disappeared for many generations, 
and is only in its first generation again. 
Consequently there are very 
few Biblical resources to help 
church leaders and believers 
grow and deepen their faith. 
We believe it is vital to get 
good Biblical literature into 
the hands of the Turkish 
church as soon as possible. 
The printed page has never 
lost its power, and it remains a 
vital source of equipping and 
teaching the church in Turkey.

‘Turkish believers face much 
hostility: negative propaganda, 

All of the seven churches in the Book of Revelation, including Ephesus, were located 
in what is now Turkey. Christ had a message for them 2000 years ago and He has a 
message for them today.

misrepresentation 
and downright 
lies in the media, 
along with the growth of extremist Islamic 
groups. There is the ever-present threat 
of heresy and also the growing danger 
of the cults. It is vital therefore that 
good tools are in place which will help 
facilitate the teaching of the Bible and 
build up believers in their faith.’ 

by Colin Macpherson, Langham Literature

To the Churches of Asia Minor: 
Biblical Truth Re-published in Turkey

The church in Turkey needs help. 
Langham Literature is trying to 
respond by supporting a small 

but strategic publishing ministry called 
Haberci (The Messenger).

Haberci is dedicated to opening up 
the message of the scriptures to first 
generation preachers and teachers. They 
have selected the Bible Speaks Today series 
of commentaries as the most appropriate 
for their current context. 

Thanks to supporters in 
Australia, we can now 
rejoice in the publication 
of the Bible Speaks Today 
commentary on Ephesians 
by John Stott. 

Spokesman Derek Malcolm writes: ‘I 
cannot describe the thrill every time 
a Bible Speaks Today commentary is 
published in Turkey. It is generally the very 
first of its kind. Most books of the Bible 

It’s a  
small 
world...
Our new website 

(and logo) was 
launched earlier this 

year and is part of a 
worldwide collaboration 

with other Langham Partnership websites 
that share a common look and feel, a 
common platform that minimizes cost 
and increases efficiency and a shared 
vision and mission.

The logo reflects the interconnectedness 
of Langham, a global fellowship 
connecting people from every part of 
the world. The orientation of the globe 
is to the south, where the majority of 
the world’s Christians live and where our 
mission is focussed. 

As you visit the website www.langham.
org to see and read about what God is 
doing through Langham around the 
world (made possible through your 
prayers and support), our hope is that 
it will further ignite your passion for 
our work.

The main reason for this trip was the 
invitation from the Katoomba Men’s 
Convention to be one of their two main 
speakers. Over three weekends (with 
different men coming for each weekend) 
I spoke on ‘For the Love of Christ, Serve 
One Another’ (John 13) and ‘For the Love 
of Christ, Accept One Another’ (Rom. 
14-15). 

I was able to speak about Langham 
from the platform and about 4,500 men 
heard of the Langham vision and work. 
Three Australian Langham Scholars were 
present and interviewed on the platform 
during this time — Ma’aful Palu (Tonga), 

Qaiser Julius (Pakistan) and 
 

Chris Wright reflects on his recent Australia visit
Ronald Lal Din Suah (Myanmar). They 
gave great portraits of the realities in their 
countries and how challenging it is to be a 
Langham Scholar. These are such quality 
men with great potential. It was good to 
get to know them better.

A few days in Canberra midweek gave me 
the opportunity to address students and 
faculty at St Mark’s National Theological 
Centre and to speak in two different 
churches. Again, it was a privilege, with 
Wendy, to be able to make people aware 
of Langham and to meet and thank some 
long-term generous donors. Lovely new 
friendships were formed. 

My Sundays were far from idle. I was 
privileged to preach in St. Andrew’s, 

Roseville, Castle Hill Baptist, Epping 
Presbyterian and Springwood 
Anglican churches, with Langham 
being featured in all. Thanks to those 
who hosted us in each place and to 
all present and future supporters!

Thanks to all of you in Australia 
who love the Langham vision, and 
who give, support and pray for the 
work. Spread the word!



How one book makes a 

dIFFERENCE
had to reprint several times since 2006. 
What about the number of translations? 
Published so far in French, Portuguese, 
Swahili; being typeset in Amharic and 
Malagasy; and in process in Hausa.  
But numbers don’t tell us what users 
make of the commentary.

The reviews on Amazon.com are very 
enthusiastic. But none of them are 
posted from Africa — and the book was 
intended for African readers. So we have 
to rely on anecdotal evidence. That was 
why the email from the SPCK Aust. excited 
me. It reported on a fundraising project 
to give copies of the ABC to pastors 
graduating from a seminary in Tanzania. 
There was a photo of a beaming new 
graduate, Edgar, with his copy of the Africa 
Bible Commentary. He talked about his 
struggle to survive on $3.00 a day — most 

of which was sent home 
to his wife and family. He spoke of the 
difficulty of studying while hungry and 
lonely, and his joy in what he had learned. 
He finished by saying, ‘I will never own 
a personal library, but this one book 
will help me to teach and preach and to 
answer questions about the Bible.’

CMS Australian missionary  John Morshead presents Edgar with his Africa Bible Commentary

by Isobel Stevenson, Langham Literature

Most emails asking me for 
donations end up in my trash file. 
I don’t normally get so excited 

about them that I mail them on to friends 
and relations.

But that is what I did with the latest email 
from SPCK Australia. You see, their email 
helped answer a question that I live with 
every day: how does one judge the 
effect of a book? — particularly of a 
book like the Africa Bible Commentary, the 
first one-volume commentary written by 
Africans for Africans, and for the world. 
Langham invested thousands in the 
project — was the money well spent?

Sales data is unreliable — few booksellers 
in Africa supply that sort of information. 
Print runs look encouraging, as we have 

The board of the South Asia Bible 
Commentary are now talking 
about issues such as where and 

when to hold the launch and September 
2014 looks very promising! But between 
then and now, an enormous amount 
of work remains to be done. There are 
still many manuscripts to edit, for the 
theological editors to approve, and for the 
authors to review. They are now settling 
down to the major task of reviewing the 
edited submissions. The team of language 
editors is now complete, with two Indian 
editors assisted by two North American 
editors and assistants who handle the 
initial cleaning, formatting and reference 
checking of all the manuscripts. 

All the New and Old Testament 
commentaries, as well as all the 
Articles, have been received. The 
final Old Testament book to arrive 

was being written by a writer from 
Pakistan.  He was having difficulty 
finishing the work because of the riots 
around his home and church In Karachi, 
sparked by the anti-Islamic movie. 
This serves as a reminder of the problems 
faced by the editors and contributors, and 
should encourage us to pray for all those 
involved in the final stages of producing 
this much needed resource for the entire 
South Asia region. The deadlines are very 
tight, and any political, environmental or 
medical disruptions could have a major 
effect.

The SABC is aimed at undergraduate 
theological students, lay leaders 
and pastors — many hundreds of 
thousands of men and women, who 
will in turn teach, train and influence 
millions of believers in the South Asia 
region.

The end is in sight! GOOd NEWS from the 
Middle East
Langham Scholars launch the 
Centre for Middle East Christianity 
in Cairo.

This new Centre has been the 
vision of Atef Gendy, Langham 
Scholar and Principal of the Cairo 
Evangelical Theological Seminary. 
It provides an institute for the study 
of the great storehouse and heritage 
of Arab Christianity, with its ancient 
texts and commentaries on the 
Bible, stretching back nearly 2,000 
years. It will also serve as a place of 
encounter between the Church in 
the Middle East and the Church in 
the West.

Recently graduated Egyptian 
Langham Scholar Wageeh Mikhail 
has taken up the Directorship of the 
Centre.

In the midst of the difficulties being 
faced by Arab Christians, the opening 
of this new Centre is good news!

You can read the full story on our 
website: www.langham.org  or 
contact the Langham Australia 
office for a copy.

Thank you for helping to put the Africa Bible Commentary in their hands. Please consider how you can 
help in funding the South Asia Bible Commentary, and other commentary projects, that will soon give 
impoverished pastors around the world a one-book personal library.

South Asia Bible Commentary Team



Dr Seblewengel Daniel is the 
first woman to earn a PhD in 
theology in her denomination, 

the Ethiopian Kale Heywet Church 
(EKHC), which is the largest evangelical 
denomination with more than seven 
million members. Seble’s dissertation 
delves into unique challenges faced by 
the Ethiopian church body — namely 
the long and contentious relationship 
between the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
and the Evangelical churches. In the year 
2000, Ethiopia had the second largest 
Orthodox Church population in the world, 
second only to Russia.1

Instead of viewing the Orthodox Church 
as a rival, Seble is finding ways to work 
together in order to address the many 
serious needs in their country. She is 
teaching her students to learn from 
others and to focus on key issues that 
confront the Ethiopian church.

One such vital topic is women’s rights and 
the need to address harmful traditional 
practices. Seble was a major contributor 
for a book titled A Theological Reflection 
on Female Genital Mutilation, describing 
the church’s responsibility to lead the way 
toward the abandonment of this practice 
that has been decried by the World 
Health Organization and United Nations.  
Seble has visited churches in a variety 
of communities to conduct trainings 
based on the material. Church members 
sometimes think it doesn’t concern them 
because it is a ‘worldly matter’.

And yet, Seble still ‘pioneers’ forward, 
offering up biblical solutions to 
Ethiopia’s biggest challenges. The book 
she co-authored is now being expanded, 
upon request from church leaders, to 
address other harmful practices (of which 
there are more than 140) such as marriage 
by abduction, early marriage, milk teeth 
extraction and uvula cutting. The book 
uses stories that narrate violence against 
women to help shed light on what God’s 
Word says about these issues. This is 
where a PhD in theology comes in handy 
— Seble is careful to not make the Bible 
say what she wants it to say, and she is 
helping to draw general principles from 
the scripture. It’s a delicate responsibility, 
in an area with delicate topics that go 
against the grain of long-held cultural 
beliefs.

Langham Scholars are what 
John Stott called: 
‘scholar-saints…men and 
women who combine 
in themselves academic 
excellence and personal 
godliness.’

Seble, a courageous woman filled with 
conviction and response to God’s call, is 
one example of how Scholars are at 
work shaping a nation and bringing 
the church to deeper understanding 
and application of God’s Word.

Reconciliation and Renewal
Tackling tough issues facing the church in Ethiopia
by Tiffany Randall, Langham Scholars

 Alfred Olwa is doing well in his ministry at Uganda Christian University. He, together with his wife 

Susan, and daughter, Hope, visited Sydney recently as Alfred was invited to speak at the Moore 

Theological College Graduation.

 Ronald Lal Din Suah is nearing the completion of his PhD at Ridley College, Melbourne. He would 

value your prayers in these final stages of writing his thesis. Pray also for him as he pastors a small 

church of refugees from Myanmar in Melbourne and that the Lord will provide for this group who 

will really miss Ronald and his family when they return home later in the year.

 Ma’afu Palu continues in his busy role at Sia’atoutai College in Tonga. Ma’afu was 

recently part of the Pacific Preaching Programme Consultation held in Brisbane and 

is actively involved in plans to begin a Preaching Programme in Tonga.

 Qaiser Julius’ studies at Melbourne School of Theology continue to progress 

well — now in his 2nd year. Pray for him with an increasing number of speaking 

invitations and opportunities.

 The selection process has begun for another potential Majority World Scholar 

to study in Australia. Pray for this process — that the right candidate will be 

chosen. 

‘Snippets’ on Langham Australia Scholars

 
 

Rev Dr Riad Kassis

(International Director, Langham Scholars) 

In Sydney  

— 1 Night Only — 

7.30pm Friday August 9

@ SMBC Croydon Campus

Alfred & Susan Olwa

Ma’afu Palu
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Response Form
LPA is involved in exciting 
projects, will you stand with 
us? Wendy Toulmin AM (Exec Officer LPA)

My Gift
I want to —

 Give something regularly 
— monthly / quarterly /annually (circle 
whichever applies). Please complete the 
donation amount and the payment authority 
sections below.

 Give a one off gift of $   
Please make cheques payable to Langham 
Partnership (Aust) or complete card details 
below.

Please use my donation:

Where Most Needed

Langham Scholars

Langham Literature

Langham Preaching

My Total Donation

 Yes, I would like to receive Daily Thoughts 
along with the monthly eNews.

My Address
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev 
Family Name 

First Name 

Address 

 Postcode 

Email 

Phone 

Payment Authority
Credit Card Donations
Card Type Visacard / Mastercard
Card Number 

   

Expiry Date  

Name on Card 

Signed 

Date /         /

Periodical Payments/
Internet deposits
You may wish to arrange with your Bank to 
set up Periodical Payments from your account 
directly to the Langham Partnership Bank 
account or to transfer monies directly via 
Internet banking. The details you will need are:
Account Name Langham Partnership (Aust)
Bank and Branch Westpac, Springwood NSW
BSB 032 837 Account Number 144002

See Website for Online donations
www.langham.org 
Langham Partnership Australia 
PO Box 530 Springwood NSW 2777

Have you considered including Langham 
Partnership in your will?

Like many mission organizations we can 
benefit greatly when friends make a final gift 
that continues to bless the ministries they have 
generously supported in life. Once you have 
made proper and primary provision for family 
and friends this can be a very effective way 
to go on making a difference to the church 
on earth when you have joined the church in 
glory! If you would like to consider this option 
in your will please contact Wendy Toulmin at 
Langham Australia.

Our vision is to see churches equipped for 
mission and growing to maturity in Christ 
through the ministry of pastors and leaders 
who believe, teach and live by the word of God.

As an evangelical organisation, the Langham 
Partnership is above all committed to exalt 
the name and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
promote the gospel of His grace and to foster 
the mission of His church.

We do this through our three programmes:

 Langham Scholars offers doctoral 
scholarships for theological leaders who will 
lead churches and train the next generation 
of Bible teachers in their home countries

 Langham Literature provides preachers 
and Bible colleges with evangelical literature 
and mentors indigenous writers, editors and 
publishers

 Langham Preaching establishes national 
movements for continuous training in 
expository biblical preaching.

 
 

Rev Dr Riad Kassis

(International Director, Langham Scholars) 

In Sydney  

— 1 Night Only — 

7.30pm Friday August 9

@ SMBC Croydon Campus

Rev Dr Atef Gendy (left) and Rev Dr Kenneth 

Bailey (Author, Research Scholar & Lecturer in 

Middle Eastern N.T. Studies) 

at the CMEC inaugurations.

Wageeh Mikhail & family


