
Ma’afu Palu writes …

As some of you know, I am married to Elizabeth 
and we have three boys, Tevita (9), Freddie (4) 
and Albert born this April.  We’ve been here 
in Sydney four years now, studying for a PhD – 
thanks to the generosity of Langham Partnership 
Australia and the Sydney Anglican Diocese.

I praise God that the thesis has now been 
officially submitted! I am grateful for the insights 
and encouragements of my supervisors, Dr Brian 
Rosner of Moore College and Dr Chris Fleming 
of University of Western Sydney. Awaiting 
the results can be a nail-biting experience; 
nevertheless, it feels as if a load has been lifted 
off my shoulders. In hindsight undergoing a PhD 
had always been a stepping stone, a means to 
an end. I believe that I will always be first and 
foremost a servant of Christ, burdened with love 
for the Tongans and feel that I can do nothing 
else but preach and teach them the love of 
Christ, the love that he had shown me whilst I 
was still a sinner. Therefore, the PhD had always 
been a means to qualify myself in worldly terms 
so that I can not only better equip myself for 
ministering to the Tongans but also to proclaim 

the gospel in any possible way that I can, whether 
it be in preaching or writing (as is Langham’s 
vision). I am forever grateful for the part that 
Langham has played in enabling me to reach this 
point.

Now as my family and I approach the end of 
our stay here in Sydney we are saddened and 
encouraged at the same time. Saddened to leave 
behind true friends, but encouraged that we 
will be putting into good use the newly acquired 
knowledge that we have gained here in Sydney.

At times it can be daunting to not be so sure 
of where we will be posted upon our return to 
Tonga but at the same time it is comforting to 
know that God is sovereign and He is in control 
of our future and wherever we will be placed 
he will use us to further his Kingdom. As an 
ordained minister of the Free Wesleyan Church 
of Tonga, I will be told what the Bishop wants me 
to do in June this year, during the Annual Synod 
of the Methodist church. 

Before we came to Sydney for the PhD, we 
worked in the Tongan Methodist Church Bible 
College for four years. That was quite a tough 
experience for us. A lot of opposition was 
encountered simply for teaching students that 
the Bible is true and that Jesus is still relevant 
for us today. However, with the PhD, we hope 
that things will be somewhat better for us. There 
are only three other ministers with PhDs in the 
Methodist Church of Tonga at the time being – 
all of whom occupy positions of leadership in the 
church.  We don’t expect a position of leadership 
in the more immediate future but must be ready 
to convince our church leaders of our progress 
in the faith. Please pray that we will trust in 
God’s sovereignty at all times especially when 
things are tough for us.

Chris Wright speaking in Brisbane —  
“The God I don’t understand: The Mystery of Evil and the Mission of God”
Dr Christopher Wright (International Director of Langham Partnership) will be speaking in Brisbane the weekend of June 
20-21 2009, on “The mystery of evil and the mission of God.”

His book “The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s grand narrative” was voted Christianity Today’s Mission/Global Affairs 
book of the year 2007.  As author, scholar and chair of Lausanne’s Theology Working Group, Chris has a unique role and 
perspective on the exciting things God is doing in the World.

Join us for one of a number of opportunities to hear Chris speak in and around Brisbane. For details, see our website  
www.langhampartnership.org.au/calendar/  or contact Langham Partnership Australia on 02 4751 9036.
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EQUIPPING A NEW GENERATION OF BIBLE TEACHERSCCHERS

Our lead article in this newsletter 
features Ma’afu Palu and his wife 
Elizabeth.

Ma’afu has been our first Langham 
Scholar in Australia and in April 
this year he submitted his final 
thesis for examination.  This was 
obviously a great milestone in his 
studies and we congratulate him on 
this achievement.

Ma’afu and Elizabeth’s time in 
Australia has not been easy.  They 
have faced the separation from 
home and family, ad hoc study 
facilities in the early years and the 
inevitable difficulties of living in a 
foreign country.

During their time in Australia, 
Ma’afu & Elizabeth have received 
consistent practical and pastoral 
support from LPA’s Executive 
Officer, Wendy Toulmin.  It is 
therefore fitting and appropriate 
to note that on Wednesday May 
6, Wendy and Graham Toulmin 
were each invested as Members 
of the Order of Australia (AM) by 
the Governor of NSW, Professor 
Marie Bashir in recognition of 
their work for the people of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Ma’afu, Elizabeth, Wendy and 
Graham are all members of the 
Langham International family.  
Their roles differ but they have 
worked as effective partners in 
the gospel for the benefit of many 
people in the Pacific and across the 
world.

Trevor Cork
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In a region of over 1.5 billion people, 
with millions of Christians, the only 
Bible commentaries available to most 
pastors are “dated and not contextual”.  
These commentaries tend to be 
aimed at answering technical academic 
questions rather than applying the 
Biblical text to the realities of living 
in South Asia (Jessica Richards, Project 
Editor).

Stepping in to fill this need is the 
South Asia Bible commentary! The 
SABC is sponsored by Langham 
Literature, and written for people 
of the Indian Subcontinent, by South 
Asians themselves. It is a practical 
commentary addressing the realities of 
living life in India and the surrounding 
countries. It is due to be published in English in 2012 and in other South Asian 
languages in following years.

The objective of the SABC, according to the editors and advisors, is to equip 
Christian leaders at the grassroots level, who under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit can be instrumental in the establishment and nurture of a vibrant church 
in this region.

A commentary specifically for the South Asian church
Project Editor Jessica Richards describes herself as an “Indian/Asian Christian 
woman living in a gloriously pluralist” region. But this pluralist region is also 
“permeated by discrimination on the basis of caste, class, creed and gender.” 
The Bible speaks about how Jesus’ followers are to live in all types of societies, 
and accordingly it has much to say to the people of South Asia. For example, 
the commentary includes topics such as “Jesus among other gods” and the 
legal and social implications of ‘religious conversion’. Jacob Cherian (theological 
editor and Langham scholar) says that such practical topics as these, are bound 
to serve the South Asian Church in a major capacity. 

Langham Scholars on the Editorial Team
Five of the six theological editors are Langham scholars: Jacob Cherian, Finny 
Philip, J. Jesudason Jeyaraj, Havilah Dharamraj, and Paul Swarup. These scholars 
know firsthand the importance of getting an affordable Bible commentary 
distributed in this area of the world:

“The one-volume SABC is a critical tool much needed for the numerous grass 
roots level pastors and evangelists who have had little or no formal theological 
education,” says Paul Swarup. “It can be likened to giving a huge number of 
assembly-line workers in a car manufacturing plant, the appropriate tools to 
put the parts together to bring out a beautiful and powerful car!”

The SABC is projected to sell 10,000 copies in the first year. The Hindi edition 
is expected to have similar sales goals. It is the latest in a series of Bible 
commentaries sponsored by Langham Literature that began with the award-
winning Africa Bible Commentary.

A Bible Commentary for 
South Asia is underway

SABC general editors & developers

Jessica Richards



By Isobel Stevenson, chief editor of the creative programs for Langham Literature

Josephine was fascinated by the problems faced by the Boni women of Kenya, whose society had swung from matriarchal to patriarchal in one generation. Emily had been a witness of the riots in Kenya in 2008. 
Lubungu had witnessed the devastation wrought by conflict in the Great Lakes region. David had dealt with grief as a theoretical construct, and then had to face it in his own family. Others were wrestling with issues 
affecting the young: How does the church help teenagers enter adulthood if it forbids traditional initiation? Should Christian parents ask a bride price, and should their children pay it? Still others were dealing with 
academic problems: What is the relationship between Christianity and politics in Africa? How does the Christian understanding of God relate to the traditional African understandings of who he is?

These issues, and others like them, were close to the hearts of the fifteen academics from Kenya, South Africa, Congo, Zimbabwe, Nigeria 
and Ethiopia who met for a writers’ workshop sponsored by Langham Partnership International (LPI) and the Overseas Council at the Nairobi 
Evangelical Graduate School of Theology in January this year.

LPI and the Overseas Council recognized the needs of these and other Christian writers and students and combined forces to offer a writers’ 
workshop in Africa. Interest was high, but the numbers were kept down to ensure maximum effectiveness. Writers from Kenya, South Africa, 
Congo, Zimbabwe, Nigeria and Ethiopia met at the Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology in January this year. Each of the fifteen 
was under pressure to write, for they had signed a contract committing themselves to produce a book in two years.

Pieter Kwant and Isobel Stevenson of LPI helped the writers to sharpen their focus with questions like, Who are you writing for? What do 
you want to tell them?  How are you going to catch their attention? (and, not least, How are you going to catch a publisher’s attention?). Tim 
Stafford, the author of more than 20 books and the vice-chair of the board for John Stott Ministries (U.S. office of LPI), discussed the practical 
details of living as a writer – and stressed the 
need to spend time at one’s desk, writing! 
Accordingly several hours each day were 
set aside for sitting and writing. Then the 
participants had to expose what they had 
written to their small groups for critique and 

encouragement. Some of these groups will continue to meet via the Internet until their books are finished.

The result? By the end of the week most of the participants had honed their ideas, produced an outline of the contents 
of their books, and drafted and redrafted their introductions. Now we can look forward to seeing their textbooks for 
seminaries, their manuals for pastors, their guidance for ordinary Christians. By training these authors, LPI is helping to 
magnify their effectiveness as pastors and teachers, and is giving them access to a far wider readership than they could 
have reached before.

African Christian Ethics
by Dr Samuel Waje Kunhiyop
Biblical Ethics from an African Perspective. This book summarises 
traditional African thinking on a range of issues, then presents a 
biblical analysis of these issues. 
There are questions at the end of each chapter for discussion or 
personal reflection, often asking students to reflect on how the 
discussion in the chapter applies to their ministry situation.  This 
book will be very helpful for those in Australia who want a more 
cross-cultural perspective on living as a Christian.  Dr Kunhiyop 
is Professor at the Evangelical Church of West Africa Theological 
Seminary in Nigeria.

African Writers find Inspiration at Workshop

essor at the Evangelical Church of West Africa Theological
ry in Nigeria.



Paul Windsor joins Langham Preaching
Many of you will have heard of Paul Windsor through his speaking at Bible Colleges and 
Conventions in Australia. He has recently ended over 10 years of service as the Principal 
of Carey Baptist College in Auckland, New Zealand. We are excited to announce that Paul 
has now been appointed as the Associate Director of Langham Preaching International. 
Paul will work with Jonathan Lamb in developing the global preaching programme, but he 
will take a special interest in the training taking place in Asia and the Pacific Region. He was 
commissioned at a service in Auckland on Sunday April 19.

Paul has had extensive involvement in various mission agencies, but his real love is 
helping others in the work of preaching – something he has done both in the academic 
environment and amongst pastors and lay preachers in local churches.  Barby and their 
five children share Paul’s warm enthusiasm for this new opportunity of service around the 
world.

In a message of greeting, Rev John Stott (founder), and Dr Chris Wright (International 
Director) wrote: ‘We are delighted that Paul will bring his exceptional gifts, experience and 
humble wisdom into the senior programme team. … We are so grateful to God for Paul’s 
commitments to Biblical preaching, to the training of a new generation, and to the call to serve 
the churches in the Majority World. This mixture of vision, gifts and calling, already proven in New Zealand, will strengthen the work of 
Langham Preaching in the wider international arena.’

Langham Literature’s Graduate  
Book Programme
Langham’s Graduate Book Programme allows colleges to receive 
books for their certificate, diploma and degree level students.  Langham 
Partnership is sending out over 40,000 books to many different 
countries.

Please pray for the organisation of this project and for the 
impact the receipt of these books have on the many colleges who 
receive them.

Paul & Barby Windsor
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FOW
Update on Cambodian book project

28 April 2009 3:10:41 PM

wendy.toulmin@langhampartnership.org.au

1 Attachment, 682 KB

Hi Wendy

We are making good progress on the project, but is slower than planned.

God’s Big Picture is in the final stages.  My hope is that it will go to the 

printer on May 4th.

The checking of the translation of Dig Deeper is almost complete, 14 of the 

17 chapters.  We are aiming for it to go to the printers by June 15th.

Thank you again for your significant partnership with FOW and the 

Cambodian Church.

Blessings

Steve

VBC
Vanuatu Bible Commentary Update
16 April 2009 4:30:29 PM
wendy.toulmin@langhampartnership.org.au1 Attachment, 479 KB

Hi Wendy
We are full of thanks for Langham’s role in making both the Vanuatu Bible Commentary a reality as well as the preaching conference and the preaching movement that is developing.It was wonderful to have the Vanuatu Bible Commentary launched during the recent Preaching Programme and to have the first 2 books (Philemon and 1 Thessalonians) dedicated.Please pray for this ongoing project – that the team would be encouraged to move ahead and find the time in amongst their very full lives for this important work.

Plans for more are underway: Philippians by August, James by December.  Others will join the writing team next January.  Esther and Galatians and 2 Thessalonians are also in the wings.
Grace and peace



Aussie Help for Myanmar Preaching
Australians were among the leaders for a preaching programme in Yangon, Myanmar 
in the week of January 12-16, along with support from the UK. Close to 90
participants attended the Level One and Level Two Preaching seminars. 

The seminars were run under the auspices of the Myanmar church leaders.
Many of the young leaders are very keen to strengthen the biblical commitment
and skill of clergy, lay preachers, women's leaders and youth leaders throughout 
the province. They have requested a return visit in 2010 to build on this work. 

The format follows that of the normal Langham preaching programmes. Level One focused on Preaching Mark's gospel. 
Level two focused on preaching Deuteronomy, including sessions on preaching Old Testament Law and Narrative.

Copies of Paul Barker's book on Deuteronomy, The God Who Keeps Promises*, a brief and practical summary of some of the themes of 
Deuteronomy, had been translated into Burmese and Chin (funded by Langham Australia) and arrived from the publisher the last day of the 
conference. A copy was given to all Level two participants.

* Paul Barker is Senior Pastor at Holy Trinity Doncaster in Victoria. Paul’s book in Deuteronomy is available from Koorong Books.

Preach the Word clearly: Langham 
Preaching Vanuatu 2009
Wendy Toulmin writes…

It was a tremendous privilege to be with the 85 men and women — 
pastors, bible college teachers, lay preachers, Sunday school teachers and 
church leaders representing 10 denominational groups and 2 parachurch 
organisations. They came from the 6 Provinces of Vanuatu — the Pacific 
archipelago of 83 islands spread over an area of 860,000 sq km in the South 
Pacific Ocean.

These men and women had returned for the level 2 Preaching Programme 
with wonderful testimonies of God’s enabling during the past year as they 
had sought to teach faithfully, relevantly and clearly from His Word.  Many 
of them had not only been a part of preachers clubs formed regionally from 
last year, but had invited others to join with them, passing on the training they 
had been given.

The participants greatly appreciated the input of Ma’afu Palu and Paul Barker 
for their gracious and wise teaching and leading — grasping the Bible’s big 
picture, with a focus on Preaching from the Old Testament.

DVDs available

You can view the 4 min presentation of last year’s level 1 programme on 
our website www.langhampartnership.org.au by searching for “Eager to 
preach” and we are at present editing some of the wonderful testimonies 
recorded at this year’s level 2 seminar in Vanuatu.  Please contact the 
LPA office if you would like copies of either of these DVDs to share with 
others (Eager to preach DVD or Vanuatu 2009 testimonies DVD).

Opportunity to pray and give
The next preaching seminar in the Pacific is a level one programme in 
the Solomon Islands June 16-20. 

Please pray …

Please pray …

would go out in the Solomons with greater clarity and impact – 
encouraging and strengthening the church leaders and so His Church 
there in the Solomon Islands.

Please give …

seminar, but there are many costs which they are not able to cover, 
so Langham will step in to fill the gap. 

Please consider if you can give financially to this programme.  Why not 
fill out and return the response form or go online  
www.langhampartnership.org.au to donate.

“I am very grateful for people who support Langham 
Preaching and make it possible for people like us who 
want to share the Word well, as it comes from God. This 
workshop helps us to study it and to work on it, and 
encourages us to think that it is not impossible.” 

— Miroslava, participant at a recent Langham Preaching 
Programme in Bolivia.
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Langham Partnership 
Australia
a member of Langham Partnership 
International
Pioneered by John Stott and now led by 
Christopher Wright, Langham Partnership has 
been Resourcing the Majority World Church for 
Growth in Biblical Maturity for over 35 years 
through its 3 strategies:

■ Preaching - Growing a new generation of 
preachers and teachers

■ Literature - Multiplying indigenous evangelical 
literature, writers and publishers

■ Scholars - Developing Strategic Christian 
Leaders Worldwide

Our vision is to see Majority World churches 
being equipped for mission and growing to 
maturity through the ministry of Christian leaders 
and pastors who sincerely believe, diligently 
study, faithfully expound and relevantly apply the 
Word of God.
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LANGHAM PARTNERSHIP AUSTRALIA 

Response Form

Yes I would like to stand 
with you
I want to —

 Give something regularly —  
monthly / quarterly / annually  
(circle whichever applies). 
Please complete the donation amount and the 
payment authority sections below.

 Give a one off gift of $   
Please make cheques payable to Langham 
Partnership (Aust) or complete card details below.

Please use my donation:

Where Most Needed

Langham Scholarships

Langham Literature

Langham Preaching

My Total Donation

My Address
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev 
Family Name 

First Name 

Address 

 Postcode  

Email 

Phone 

Payment Authority
Credit Card Donations
Card Type Visacard / Mastercard
Card Number 

    

Expiry Date  

Name on Card 

Signed 

Date 

Periodical Payments/
Internet Deposits
You may wish to arrange with your Bank to 
set up Periodical Payments from your account 
directly to the Langham Partnership Bank 
account or to transfer monies directly via 
Internet banking. The details you will need are:
Account Name Langham Partnership (Aust)
Bank and Branch Westpac, Springwood NSW
BSB 032-837 Account Number 14-4002

See Website for Online Donations
Langham Partnership Australia 
PO Box 530 Springwood NSW 2777
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