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90 Days on Galapagos 
The Galapagos Islands are famous for their turtles, and for the visit of Charles Darwin in 1835 on board HMS Beagle. Less 
well known will be the visit of 58-year-old Ecuadorian pastor, Jaime (pronounced Hymie) Sempertegui, in 2013. A small 
church of about 30 people invited him to come from Quito and help them with some serious problems that they had. He 
spent 90 days there (the maximum allowed). When he left, the church had multiplied more than five times. An extraordinary 
story, but then Jaime himself has an extraordinary story. Here it is as he told it to Chris Wright during the Langham 
Preaching seminar in Ecuador in November.  
I met my wife when we were about 20 years old. I was a committed atheist, and she was a committed believer. But God 
gave her a command to marry me, with a promise from Jeremiah 24 that I was like one of the ‘good figs’ in the land of 
Babylon. I was ‘in Babylon’ all right. I was a left-wing atheist intellectual, a member of the Communist-Leninist-Marxist Party 
in Ecuador. I was head of their communications and part of their radical, violent section. I was involved in several armed 
actions.  

‘Kill me if you like.’ 
But the Lord began to ‘close in’ on me, bit by bit. I lost a lot of money. My parents died. I got very sick and ended up 
completely paralysed from my waist down. By that time I had been married already 18 years. During that paralysis, God said 
to me, “Give me your life!  Surrender to me.”  But I said back to God, “You can kill me if you like, or cut off my legs, but I will 
not give you my life.”  The next day, I woke up completely healed and able to walk. I was checked by three groups of doctors 
and they could not explain it. So a big struggle started within me. Did God really exist? From then on, I found that I could no 
longer talk about the class struggle in language of hatred and violence. I could only talk about love.  
8 months later, I was unemployed and desperate, with no money at all. So at last I prayed – “God, if you really do exist, and 
if you want me to have a job, you’d better get me one yourself.”  Within 3 months, I was given a job as a pastor of a church! 
And for the last 17 years I have been serving God as a pastor.  

‘How can I talk about you if I don’t know you?’ 
 I left Quito and went to another city and was pastoring there. I started to preach on the radio in that city. But I said to God, 
“How can I talk about you when I don’t know much about you?” God replied, “Don’t worry, I 
will put words in your mouth to speak.”  I used to be amazed, and sometimes terrified, at 
what he gave me to say when preaching on the radio. Then I would come home after I’d 
preached, and my wife would show me in the Bible the passages that I had unconsciously 
used to talk about the Lord. 
Some years later God called me back to Quito again and I joined other pastors in the city. At 
that time my son Daniel decided to go to seminary. Now he too is pastoring a church in the 
city. For a while he used to work for Compassion International, and in 2008 he was sent as 
one of their delegates to the first Langham Preaching seminar in Quito. He went along 
with my wife. I could not attend because of my pastoral commitments. But what my son and 
my wife were learning impressed me so much that I went along just to listen. But when the 
next cycle of seminars started, I joined and ended up leading one of the “escuelitas” 
[Preachers’ Clubs in Latin America], with five other pastors.  
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‘Missionary preaching’ 
Langham helped me change my preaching a lot, for the better. Before, I was like a missionary when I preached. I knew 
where I started out from, but I never knew where I would end up. Now I know how to plan the whole thing and close the deal 
at the end.  

I then took that group of five pastors to do more training in the north of Quito and 35 more pastors there have been trained 
by Langham methods in Bible preaching. People are coming to their churches now, saying “We used to get just fantasies 
and stories in our churches, but you are giving us solid food.”   

My wife died in May 2013. I owe everything, under God, to my wife and my son.  

Job done  
So what happened in Galapagos – where Jaime went just a month after the death of his wife? He called together a group of 
26 from the church and met with them every Friday and taught them how to understand and preach the Bible, using 
Langham materials. At the end of three months, 14 of them had completed the course. Meanwhile, as they had begun 
preaching in the church, the church rapidly grew from about 30 to 160 members. Before Jaime left, they held an all-night 
prayer meeting and all 160 people came. Through the night, every one of the 14 preached from the Bible, ‘and every one 
was excellent’, said Jaime!   

After his 90 days, he left the church with 160 members, 14 lay preachers, and a pastor sent by the denomination. A month 
later one of the 14 phoned him to say, ‘We’ve been teaching the new pastor how to preach from the Bible!’.  

Jaime just twinkles with a shy crooked smile:  ‘I said to myself, “My job is done”.’   

For your prayers 
Langham Literature 
· Pray for editors of the South Asia Bible Commentary who are working many hours and facing numerous challenges. 

Pray for Dr Jacob Cherian, Jessica Richards and Isobel Stevenson as they oversee much of the work on this. 
· Please pray for Dr Nupanga Weanzana from the Central African Republic. He is one of Langham’s authors, and 

Principal of FATEB in Bangui, where 600 people are currently seeking refuge from the unstable political situation there. 
· David Waweru directs and manages the work of WordAlive in Nairobi, Kenya. Please pray for wisdom for him as he 

faces the challenges of the year ahead. 

Langham Scholars 
· Please pray for our Langham Scholar from Myanmar, Ronald, currently in Yangon participating in planning for 2014 

with others at the seminary where he teaches. Ronald will return to Australia for a couple of months to submit his final 
thesis and undergo some medical treatment, before returning to Myanmar with his family. 

· Please pray also for Qaiser, our Langham Scholar from Pakistan, for God’s blessing and provision for he and his 
family as he continues to work on his PhD thesis.  

Langham Preaching 
· Pray for the Langham Preaching Team in Indonesia, meeting this week to finalise their planning for 2014. Pray they 

will have wisdom in how to respond to the many requests they have received. 
· Based in Vancouver, Canada, Jennifer Cuthbertson is the Coordinator for Trainer Development in Langham 

Preaching. She resources and works alongside local trainers, helping them understand what learning looks like and 
giving them skills to do it more effectively. Pray that 2014 will be a year where Jennifer's ministry progresses in its 
influence around the Langham Preaching world. 

Upcoming Langham Preaching events 

January 12-18  Kenya, Zimbabwe, Indonesia February 16-22 El Salvador, Costa Rica, South Africa, Bolivia 

January 19-25  Sri Lanka, Benin February 23-28 Nigeria, Indonesia 

January 26- Feb 1 Togo, Spain, Myanmar, Congo March 2-8 Nigeria, Benin, Zambia 

February 2-8  Sierra Leone, Indonesia March 9-15 Zimbabwe 

Please pray for the Langham Preaching facilitators who will be involved in the training, and for Paul Windsor, Programme 
Director for Langham Preaching. Pray that participants will learn well and then put their learning into regular practice. 

 

Thank you for your prayers and support 
Wendy Toulmin, Executive Officer, Langham Partnership Australia  
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