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Church meeting at San Pedro prison, La Paz, Bolivia 

Thanks be to God for 2013 
As we reflect on another year past, we thank the Lord for His faithfulness. He has continued to bless the ministry of Langham 
Partnership in many ways, including the following: 
• The Preaching Programs in South East Asia and the Pacific continue to grow and strengthen with your faithful prayer and 

financial support. Those trained have gone on to train others and so strengthened biblical preaching in their own islands, 
countries and regions. We have been blessed with the generous gifts of many for the Preaching work, particularly for the work 
in Indonesia and the Pacific. 

• Our Langham Scholars have successfully progressed in their studies: Ronald Lal Din Suah  is in the final editing stage of his 
PhD thesis and, together with Mary, has been a great blessing to the growing church of refugees from Myanmar that he has 
pastored in Melbourne. Qaiser Julius has progressed steadily in the development of his PhD thesis and has preached in a 
number of places throughout the year. Their families are doing well with living in Australia while their fathers study! 

• Through the gifts of many, we have been able to generously support the work of Langham Literature. Recently, several 
Australian Bible colleges have given, or indicated that they will soon donate funds to support libraries in Majority World 
colleges.  

Thank you for your prayers and financial support during this past year. Your partnership with us truly does bless the Church and 
help advance the Kingdom of God in the Majority World. It is an amazing global Church that we are a part of and privileged to 
serve.   
The staff and Committee of Langham Partnership Australia wish you and your families a joyous Christmas and a happy, healthy 
New Year: 
 
Trevor Cork – Chair  Fred Wark – Honorary Treasurer Joel Atwood 
Wendy Toulmin – Executive Officer Grant Robinson – Project Officer and 

Webmaster 
David Tsai – Vice Chair 

Jenny Bawden – Administrative Assistant Rob Scott 

Captive audience — for real 
Langham Preaching penetrates a Bolivian prison 
Carlos was born into an influential Roman Catholic family in the mountain capital of Bolivia, La Paz. As a young man he worked his 
way into a good position within government offices, becoming Private Secretary to one of the ministers in the government of 
President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada. But in November 2007 his world fell apart. He was falsely accused of financial crimes and 
incarcerated in San Pedro Prison. 

Lost in despair 
The prison lies close to the centre of La Paz, an imposing castle of huge blank walls hemming in a warren of narrow alleys and dark 
corridors. The cells, small and pokey, are crammed, row on row, around noisy courtyards. In a jail built for 800 prisoners there is a 
population of 2,200. Families, facing desperate times when the husband is sentenced, have moved into the prison in an attempt to 
survive. It is like a village. There is no segregation of the inmates and there are no warders pacing the streets. The prison rules are 
dictated by those with power and the social norms patrolled by the prisoners themselves.  
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Carlos was thrown into the deepest part of the prison. He was beaten 
with water hoses. He made a bed of cardboard on the laundry floor. 
Vermin crawled around him. Even now his memories move him to 
tears. 

Found by Christ 
It was on the third day of Carlos' imprisonment that one of the 
Christians in the prison invited him to the church that met there. Carlos, 
in the depths of his despair, found Christ and joined the evangelical 
church, a group of around 40 believers which meets daily in the prison. 
Such was the depth of his new found faith that when, after a month, he 
had opportunity to leave, he decided, despite the cost to himself, to stay 
in the prison to serve the church. Eventually, the church pastor came to 
him and told him that if he wanted to serve the church better, he 
needed to leave and be trained as a pastor.  

Learning to preach and pastor 
This wise advice led to Carlos reading about a Langham Partnership preaching seminar which was to take place in La Paz. He 
signed up and attended the first day. There was, however, a problem—to attend the course he must pay a fee. Where was he to 
find the money for this? He had none. Carlos went back to the church in the prison and asked the inmates to find the money to 
allow him to become a better preacher. Remarkably, this church of prisoners, many of them in difficult financial situations, agreed. 
Carlos was able to complete the Langham course. Now he puts his training in Bible-centred preaching to good use as one of the 
pastors of the prison church in which he was converted.  

Ronald Clements 

Needing some true inspiration this Christmas?? 

A series of John Stott’s Christmas sermons are available on our website. 
Listen to them online at: au.langham.org/john-stotts-christmas-sermons 

For your prayers 
Langham scholars 
• Please pray for our Langham Scholar from Myanmar, Ronald, who is returning to Yangon for two weeks in January to 

participate in planning the year ahead with others at MEGST (Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology), the 
seminary where he teaches. Ronald will then return to Australia for a couple of months to submit his final thesis and undergo 
some medical treatment, before he and his family return permanently to Myanmar. 

• Please pray also for Qaiser, our Langham Scholar from Pakistan, recently back in Pakistan, gathering data for his PhD 
thesis. While there, he was able to visit with colleagues and friends affected by the bombing of the church in Peshawar back in 
September where dozens of Christians were killed. Pray for Qaiser as he processes his data and considers the effects this 
event has had on the church in Pakistan, the seminary of which he is Principal and many people he knows. 

Langham Literature:  
• Please pray for the safe arrival of this year’s library grant catalogue to all the Majority World colleges supported by 

Langham. The 128-page catalogue will be sent to about 1400 colleges across 103 countries.  
• Pray for Langham Literature staff and others who contribute to the work who are scattered around the globe, that they will 

know God’s strengthening and enabling as they undertake the many tasks involved with developing and distributing 
evangelical literature: writing, mentoring, editing, designing and typesetting as well as administration. 

Langham Preaching 
• Pray for newly appointed Preaching Director Paul Windsor and for the staff that support him. Pray for wisdom in setting up 

good patterns of communication and administration between Paul, who is located in Bangalore, India, and other key staff 
around the world. 

• Pray for the strengthening of the Langham Preaching work in our Pacific and Asian region and for the many 
hundreds of men and women who are now seeking to train others. 

• Pray for the commencement of Langham Preaching in the Central African Republic, delayed at this time. Pray for peace in 
this country, and that it won’t be long before the Preaching Program can commence. 

Upcoming Langham Preaching events 
January 5-11 Indonesia, Benin, NE India, Trinidad & Tobago January 26- February 1 Togo, Spain, Myanmar, Congo 
January 12-18  Kenya, Zimbabwe February 2-8  Sierra Leone 
January 19-25  Sri Lanka February 9-15  Zimbabwe 

Please pray for the Langham Preaching facilitators who will be involved in the training itself, and particularly for Paul Windsor, the 
Programme Director for Langham Preaching. 

 

Thank you for your prayers and support 
Wendy Toulmin, Executive Officer, Langham Partnership Australia  
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